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PLAIN REASONS, Se. 


| HE voluntary return of a poor 
neighbour to the communion of the 
church of England, who had been 
ſeduced to the errors of the church of Rowe, 
gave me an opportunity, of repreſenting to 
you, ſome of the doctrines and practices of 
popery, which as they neither are, nor can be 
warranted by the holy ſcriptures, cannot 
be a part of the true chriſtian religion, 
which is built only, on the ſolid, and ſub- 
ſtantial foundation, of the word of God. 
Waar I now recommend to you, my 
brethren, ſor your ſerious peruſal, is the 
ſubſtance of | that diſcourſe, which J lately | 
delivered to you from the pulpit, as plainly 
and intelligfbly as T could, to be under- 
ſtood by the meaneſt capacity”: but as diſz 
courſes only once heard, cannot leave ſo 
laſting an impreſſion and conviction upon 
| the mind and memory as may be mene 
to preſerve you from the wiles of deceiv- 
ers: I therefore recommend it again to 


yourattentive conſideration, that ye may be 
B till 
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| Kill more and more confirmed, in a conſtant 
adherence · to the communion of our holy 
church. And as I write not to you, for 
the fake of controverſy, but for your con- 
viction, (though I ſhall always be ready 
to the beſt of my power, to defend the 
truth of what I fay to you, and anſwer 
any objections, which may be made to it) 
{o J hope ye will accept it, as a true infor- 
mation, of what I think neceſſary for you 
to know, that ye may be able to give a 
reaſon of the hope that is in you, and why 
ve will not forſake it. 
Som things J have omitted, (which I 
then recommended,) becauſe they were 
meerly perſonal, and related only to her, 
who then returned to our holy commu- 
nion: ſome things I have added, ſuch as 
1 thought proper for my preſent purpoſe, . 
of exhorting you to continue ſtedfaſt in 
the faith and communion of the church of 
England into which ye have been baptized. 
Non is it a reaſon of ſmall importance 
why ye ſhould carefully guard againſt the- 


inſinuations of popiſh decciyers, leſt if they 
draw 


285 
draw you off from the communion. of our 
eſtabliſhed church, they may alſo draw you 


off from the loyalty and allegiance which 


ye owe to his preſent majeſty, as your 
rightful and lawful ſovereign: for if ye 
can be prevailed upon to renounce your 


faith towards God, I fear nothing can keep 
you firm in a dutiful obedience to the King: 


eſpecially in a religion, which openly tea- 
ches, that kings may be depoſed, and go- 
vernments ſet aſide, by the authority, and 

at the arbitrary diſpoſition of the pope, 
| who as God on earth, would tyrannically 
order all things as he pleaſeth. 


Ap as we are at this time threatned, 4 
not only with a war, but alſo with an in- 


valion of our country, by our inveterate 
enemies :. ſhould ye join with thoſe who as 
they are papiſts, profeſs the ſame princi- 
ples of religion with them: ye cannot be 


free from the ſuſpicion of diſloyalty and 
diſaffection to the preſent government, ſet- 


tled as it is now, (and which may God al- 
Ways preſerve) in a proteſtant ſucceſſion , 
and it will be probably to join, in the eru- 


B 2 elties, 
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elties, which (ſhould God for our fins per- 


mit them to rule over us) will be executetl 
upon all, who will not ſubmit their confei- 
ences to their ſuperſtitions, and reſign their 
liberty to their uſurpation: for we cannot 


expect, that thoſe who firſt become rebels 


to their God, will make any ſcruple, upon 
a favourable opportunity, of becoming re- 
bels to their king: nor can ye have for- 
gotten how inſolent ſome within your own 
knowledge, have been in ſpeaking treafon, 
when (a few years ſince) a rebellion headed 
by a popiſh pretender ſet up its ſtandard, 
againſt our laws, liberties, and properties: 
though therefore they ſay, they feek not 
your's but you, it is only to deceive you, 


and to make you (ſhould an opportunity 


offer itſelf) the tools of faction, and inſtru- 
ments of ORE to RY your! —_ 
bours. 

PRINCIPLES of religion, which n 
pery doth) perſwade men, that abſolution 
from a prieſt, without any neceſſity of re- 
pentance, or reſolution of amendment, will 


3 1 n be ſufficient 4 


ſalvation; 


27 


ſal vation; 5 will rather encourage than con- 
demn or prevent wickedneſs: and when 
men can be, weak enough, to lean upon 
ſuch broken recds, and think heaven, will 
be open to. them upon ſuch eaſy terms, 


what villainy, « can ſtagger them, eſpecially. 


if they are inſtigated to it, by thoſe who 
have their ſouls in keeping and make them 
believe, they can at pleaſure exalt them to 
heayen, or thruſt them down into hell. 
As true religion is an affair of the High- 
eſt concern, and regards both your tempo- 
nal and eternal welfare, ye ſhould therefore 


be ſtrictly careful. to hold it faſt. without 


wavering, as ye have been taught it in our 
holy church: ſo will ye both fear God 
and honour the king: and whilſt ye render 
to God the things that are God's, ye will 


alſo render to Cæſar the things that are 


Cziar's; and under. the protection of his 


5 almighty providence, if we thus faithfully 


ſerve God, we may reaſonably hope, that 
we ſhall not be confounded, in the moſt 
perilous times, but live and enjoy that li- 


berty, which is the peculiar bleſſing of our | 
ren happy. 


rer es Tn 


God's protection we cannot ftand ; and 


there amongſt you, who upon a ſerious re- 
flection, will not wiſh and endeayour by a 


$] 

happy conſtitution, and which hath been 
preſeryed to us, by his maje ſty's conſtant 
endeavours, to promote true religion, and 
ſecure the happineſs of his people: and as 
the doctrine of our holy church, conſtant- 
ly teaches a true worſhip of almighty God, 
and a dutiful allegiance to the king, may 
ye never leave it for another, which inter- 
mixes idolatry with the firſt and robs God 
of his honour, and authorizes rebellion a- 
gainſt the latter, and would deprive him 
of his crown and dignity. 
Tx then ye rightly conſider theſe two 
great duties, and remember, that without 


without a legal government, we cannot en- 
joy the bleſſings of liberty and property, 
which the meaneſt ſubje& in this kingdom 
is poſſeſſed of; what reaſonable man is 


conſtant diſcharge of his duty to God, and 
the king, to preſerye theſe invaluable bleſ- 
ſings to himſelf, and his e in peace 


and * 
Axorhxn 
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 AxoTurR reaſon why ye ſhould not 

forſake true religion as it is eſtabliſhed in 

our holy church is, leſt ye ſhould unchari- 

tably be brought to hate your brethren, 

who abide in truth, which keeps them free 

from error and deluſion ; for if ye fall from 

that truth, ye will then look upon them as 

_ continual reproaches, and convictions of 
your own ſhameful apoſtacy, and as a con- 
demnation of your weakneſs or wicked» 

_ neſs. | wy Ho: 
Fox falſe religion is generally attended 
with principles of perſecution, contrary to 
reaſon, and humanity : and when men's opi- 
nions contradict ſenſe and underſtanding as 
well as divine revelation, there ſeems to be 
a kind of neceſſity, to defend their doctrines 
by force, (if they do it at all) and to ſup- 
preſs an oppoſition to them, by acts of vi- 

olence, when they cannot overcome it, by 

argument and truth. | 
Nox perhaps ſhould we be greatly miſ- 
taken, if we aſcribe to this cauſe, the dread- 
ful ſcenes of barbarity, exercifed in the 
countries which are ſubje& to the ſuper- 
; B 4 ſtitions 


OLE 
ſtitions of  popery, and the executions of 
the inquiſition; where the moſt exquiſite 
tortures, are made ule! of, inſtead of argue» 


ments of perſuaſion, and a cruel death de- 


ſtroys the bodies of thoſe miſerable peo- 
ple, whoſe conſciences are determined, not 
to worſhip the idols of the church of Rome; 


for they look upon all who are not of their 


communion, as outcafts from God, and there- 
fore regard them no more, om 28 the out- 


* and refuſe of mankind. 


Vxxr different from this was our Sivi- 
our method of teaching men righteouſ- 
neſs, and infotming them of divine truths, 


and the goſpel of ſal vation: he bad them, 


Come unto me, and I will refreſh you: 
* I'came not to deftroy men's lives, but to 
< faye them! learn of me and ye ſhall 


“find reſt for your ſouls, for my yoke is 


© caſy and my burthen is light.” 

THEY therefore know not what ſpirit 
they are of, who though they cannot call 
down fire from heaven, to deſttoy , thoſe 
who:will-not receive their doctrines, yet 
are very ready to light up fires upon earth 
month E 4 To. to 
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to butn thoſe, who, worſhip the Lord * 
the manner of the reformation, which they 
call heteſy,,- bat; which ine] the N 
of holineſs. Dei ei Hie 

Theſe c are not * a of 
deceiving unwaty people. amongſt us, into 
the communion of the church of Rome 
(thanks be to. that God for ever, whom 
we truly worlhip, for the, glorious liberty, 
wherewith he hath made us free from ſuch 


2 eruel bondage) but different temptations 


SS Ss . 


are e offered to ſeduce the w weal ER Prevail 


45441 


125 entered ! into, 112 5 by baptiſm: they 


„ 


were admitted, as me mbers of our holy 


church. Inſtead of abs and tortures, 
worldly profit, and unrighteous mammon, 
more effectualy prevail to draw them into 
error: for in a nation ſuch as ours, where 
it would be vain to threaten torments and 


death, intereſt aud ad vantage, hive been 
too ſucceſbfully employed, to tempt them 
to betray their conſciences, and rcnoutiee 
- JRTy rely, © 0! 7250 ENT Noe oe 


CosxsibER then e 3 that 
wy which contrary to out Saviour" ; ditec2 
; tion, 


| 


f 


— — 
— ” 


, = 
OY 3 — — x ae, cr ˙i 
goon —— — — a 


D 


„ -—- +. argc ene ͤ ͤ— — — 
a * 


e 


#5 ar pa 


2 — 
22 


2 — 


[12] 


tion, ſeeks the things of this world, in- 


ſtead of heaven, and prefers the principles 


of human policy, and artifice, before the 


wiſdom which is from aboye, and which is 


purity and truth. | 


AxD if to theſe low ſenſual gratifica- 
tions, which are propoſed to enſnare the 
ignorant, the weak and the poor into their 
errors, we add another moſt horrid method, 
taken with all thoſe, who are perverted 
from the truth, to their ſuperſtition ; which 
is, to bind them by ſolemn and dreadful 
oaths “ to conceal what is enjoined them 
to do and believe in their communion, and 
to continue in the apaſtacy into which they 


* The oath taken by every new convert to the church 
of Roux, doth not expreſly mention, the obligation of 
concealing, what is taught and practiced in that com- 
munion, but only that they will continue in it againſt 
all argument and conviction. The obligation of ſe- 
crecy, I was poſitively aſſured was made a part of the 
oath, and was taken by a perſon, fince returned to the 
communion of the church of Ex AND, and I really 


believe the Information to be true in this particular. lt 
is alſo very probable, that this addition may be made to 
the oath occaſionally, where there is, (as amongſt us) a 


poſſibility of their returning back to their firſt profeſſi- 
on: and it may alſo be added here, upon account of 
our penal laws, which makes an officiating prieſt + nag 


conviction gvilty of high treaſon, and to prevent diſco- 


very and proſecution. 
5 are 


[ 13 ] 

are fallen : ſurely this is enough to make us 
ſhudder at the wicked ſtratagem, of mak- 
ing them thus doubly (as our Saviour faith 
of the Jewiſb proſely tes) the children of 
bell, by firſt enticing them into idolatry, 
and then binding their ſouls to perfiſt in it, 

againſt all remorſe, remonfſtrance, argument, 
and conviction. 

Burr neither our bleſſed Saviour, nor his 
diſciples ever authorized ſuch a pernicious 
practice by precept or example. They o- 
penly declared the truths of the goſpel, 
and left the eonviction of men's hearts up- 
on themſelves, to make them perſevere in 
the profeſſion of godlineſs. Nor was it 
ever heard (unleſs in the myſteries of an- 
cient heathen, and modern popiſh ſuperſti- 
tion, both myſteries of iniquity) that ſi- 
lence was enjoined by oaths, and darkneſs 
made the ſupport of religion, which if it 
is true, wants no art to conceal it, bur 
ſhould rather ſhine gloriouſly by its own 
light and evidence, to confound falſhood, 
and convince mankind of its goodneſs and 


perfection. . 
Happ 


[ 14 ] 


Ha we'no other. reaſon. then to reject, 


no-other argument to convince us of the 


corruption of popery, but this moſt extra- 
ordinary practice, this would plainly prove, 
that it; dares not ſnew its deformity, by 
comingtothelight,leſt its falſhood ſhould be 
openly reproved : and as our bleſſed Saviour 
bore publick witneſs of the truth, nor fear- 
ed the oppoſition of the learned phariſee, 
the ſubtil ſcribe, nor the ſceptical ſaddu- 
cee, but in the face of the world, declared 
the kingdom of heaven, and its righteouſ- 
neſs, and in ſecret ſaid nothing: ſo no true 
miniſters of the goſpel which he preached, 
will ever avoid to have their doctrines tri- 
ed, by the only good rule of faith, the ho- 
ly ſcriptures, if they deſign honeſtly no 
more than the ſal vation of men's ſouls. | 
Ir may indeed be ſaid, that by the laws 
of our country, they are prevented from 
openly profeſſing, and practicing, the doc- 
trines of popery, and that the penalties of 


thoſe laws oblige them to ſecrecy : this 
indeed may account for the caution which 


the Romiſh prieſts take not to be diſcover- 


ed ; and perhaps too for the clandeſtine 
means 


„ 3 
means uſed to pervert the ignorant and 
ſimple: and happy is it for us, that their 
iniquity is not without reſtraint, nor eſta- 
bliſhed by a law: but the caſe which Tam 
ſpeaking of, is of a very different nature, 
enjoining ſecrecy under thepenalty of eter= 
nal damnation, to oblige their proſelytes 
to perſevere in an apoſtacy hateful to'God 
and man, when the change cannot be vo- 
luntary and conſcientious, which is the ef- 
fect of intereſt and covetouſneſs, induce- 
ments 'ſhameful to all who have . true 
notion of religion and honeſty. 

AND deplorable muſt be the ſtate of that 
troubled ſpirit, which hath been ſeduced, 
and reflects afterwards upon the danger and 
wickedneſs of continuing in a Known error, 


into the es of A . a a moſt heinous 
fin, ow 


How careful then Mihes every man to 


change his religion, (without a full free and 
conſcientious eonviction, that he is in the 
wrong) to avoid the anguiſh, which ſuch a 
wicked oath may b upon him: and if 
money 


but da res not forſake it, leſt he ſhotild fall 


be not to hearken to any ſollicitations, to 


„ — 
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money or worldly advantage. is offered to 
_ perſuade him to do it, he ſhould ſay as St. Pe- 
ter did to d imon Magus, Thy money periſh 
with thee? I will keep the command- 
ments of my God, and will not depart from 
them, as the wicked doth. LT 

Bor as ſome amongſt you, have yielded 
to ſuch unwarrantable ſollicitations, and | 
have ſworn to continue in ſuch wicked 
complyances, to them I obſerve, that the 


oath which they have taken is abſolutely 1 


unlawful, contrary to their duty, to God 
and the king, to the holy {cri ptures and the 
laws of our country. 0 
Ir is therefore ſinful to enter into aud 

vVvicked engagements, and whoever hath 
done it ought ſincerely, and heartily to re- 
pent of it: but not to break ſuch an oath 
is ſtill more ſinful, becaufe it adds a perſc- 
| verance in evil, to the firſt wicked engage- | 
ment: and though that might have been 
entered into inad vertently, yet to perſiſt in 
it, is obſtinately to continue in error againſt 
truth, and this muſt offend God, and wound 
their own conſeiences. 

LET none therefore who are willing to 
return 


" 
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return to the communion of our holy 


church, into which they have been bap- 
tized, be afraid that God will not accept 


them. For though they have renounced 
their faith, yet if they are ſincere in their 


| converſion, God will accept them to ſalva- 


tion, and give them a crown of life. And 


Y many I hope will be the returns of honeſt 
N and conſcientious perſons to the communi- | 
A on of our holy church, if they will ſeri- 
= ouſly conſider, that as they muſt worſhip 


tue Lord their God, ſo him only muſt they 
ſerve. This our bleſſed Saviour hath gi- 
ven us as a rule to direct our practice, and 
by it he teaches us, that agreeably to the 


word of God, there is no other, there can 


be no other, to whom we may be allowed 


do pay this moſt ſolemn ſervice. 
| AGREFABLFT to this rule, all ſervice of 
worſhip, homage, or adoration, paid to any 


other but to God alone, is a violation of 
his will and commandments. Angels, ſaints, 
images and croſſes, are conſequently ex- 
cluded from this worſhip: and as for the 


| corrupted bones and pretended reliques, of 


ſuppoſed ſaints, the religious honour which 
$75 
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is paid to them, muſt be ſuch a debaſement 
of divine ſervice, as can be accounted for 
by nothing, but the perverſeneſs of human 
' weakneſs. - Nor do I believe, that the 
loweſt of heathen ſuperſtitions, ever con- 
deſcended to ſuch a deſpicable homage. 
They honoured indeed the perſons ,who 
were famous in their generations, and re- 
nowned for their improvements of arts and 
ſciences, for the benefit of mankind ; and 
after their deaths, worſhipped them as 
Gods: but they paid no religious honoiſt 
to the duſt of their coffins, nor the worms 
of their corruption (as a famous jeſuit hath 
affirmed ought to be done to the reliques 
of ſaints) nor invented any homage to their 
mouldring remains, knowing that ey 
could not be profitable unto men. 

No doth true chriſtiamty lull men in- 
to a ſecurity, which may ſpeak falſe peace 
to the conſcience in this world, but muſt 

be deſtructive of the juſt hopes of everlaft- 
ing peace in the world to come, as the po- 
'-piſh doctrines of merit, works of ſuperer- 
rogation (or works which are more than 
are required of ſome particular perſons to 
their 


jeir 


[ 19 ] 
their own ſal vation) and indulgences do. 
For can any man of common underſtand- 
ing, ſeriouſly believe, that another man's 
merit, can atone for his own irreligion, and 
wickedneſs? and yet this is the boaſted 
treaſure of the church of Nome, which by 
indulgences, is pretended to be diſpenced 
to all who are willing, or (which is more 


to their purpoſe) able to purchaſe them for 


money. But our bleſſed Saviour's doctrine 


is plain, ſaying When ye have done all 


that ye can do, ſay we are unprofitable 


| * ſervants, we have done no more than is 


our duty to do:? So that it is not in the 


power of the greateſt ſaint upon earth, to 


pay the ranſom of another man's ſoul, be- 


cauſe whatever he can do, is only ſufficient 


(and that not without the merits of his 
Redeemer's ſatisfaction) to ſave his on 


ſoul. And common ſenſe will convince us, 


that a God of infinite perfections, ſuch as 
we believe our God to be, cannot accept 
of another man's over merit, (ſuppoſing 
him to have ſuch, which is impoſſible) as 


W 


an atonement for our tranſgreſſions: eſpe- 
cially when that very ſuppoſed merit is 
LOW | pretended 


[2] 
pretended only for the ſake of filthy lucre, 
not to give glory to God, but to procure 
an ungodly gain to themſelves. 

THESE ſew inſtances of ſuperſtition and 
co:ryption, in the doctrines, and practices 
of popery (though there are many more 
equally falſe and equally to be condem- 
ned) are I would ſuppoſe enough, to keep 
any ſober, ſerious, and thinking man, from 
endangering his preſent peace, and future 
happineſs, by forſaking the ſcriptures, 

_ (which are given by divine inſpiration, as 
the only true rule of faith and practice to 
ſalvation,) and embracing doctrines and 
opinions founded only upon human tradi- 
tions, fand which as they are contrary to 
the true word of God, cannot conſequent- 
ly lead us to righteouſneſs. —_ 

Av here it may be neceſſary to add a 
caution, which I deſire ye will take parti- 
cular notice of; not to be haſty in enter- 
taining any prejudices againſt the repre- 
ſentation, which I have truly made, of the 
few doctrines and practices of the church 
of ons; which I have mentioned : for 

e probably 


V 


211 


probably our adverſaries may ſay, N af 


firm, all that I have ſaid, to be falſhood 
and miſrepreſentation ; and that I charge 
the opinions of private doctors only, as if 


they were the doctrines of the church. 


But let me aſſure you, that the pfivate 


doQors, (as they call them, and whoſe opi- 


nions they pretend they only arc, and not 


doctrines of the church) are no others, than 
popes, cardinals, councils, &c. and if the 
true doctrine of popery is not to be found 
in their decrees and writings, I know not 


where we muſt look to find it, for it is not 
contained in the holy ſcriptures. 


Bur the truth is, contrad ictions, (auch 
a5, to affirm and deny the fame thing, as 
occaſion requires) are according to them, 
to be juſtified; as they beſt ſerve a pre- 
ſent purpoſe : nor will they ſcruple to 
make uſe of any kind of prevarication, to 
deceive you: fo that a man who according 


to the modern explanations which tliey give 


of popery, may in England paſs for a good 
catholick, (as they call themſelves,) ſhould 


he carry thoſe explanations along with 


n him 
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him to Rome, Spain, or Portugal, would 
probably be clap'd up in the inquiſition, 
and either burned as a heretick, or {ent to 
the gallics as a ſchiſmatick : ſo wide is the 
difference between pretended Euliſb, and 
real Italian popery. 

Bur as my whole deſign is your infor- 
mation, and to aſſiſt you in a reſolution of 
abiding ſtedfaſtly in the truth of the goſ- 
pel, as it is taught and practiced in the 
church of England ; (and if I may be per- 
mitted to ule the apoſtle's expreſſion, © I 
© proteſt before God I Iie not”) if through 
the bleſſing of God upon my honeſt and 
plain endeavour, I can be uſeful to you in 
this good pupoſe: I ſhall be very little 
concerned at any clamours which may be 
made, againſt what T have now freely re- 
preſented to you : and I verily believe, 
I have ſaid nothing, but what is the true 
genuine and profeſſed doctrine of popery, 

vhich though they for reaſons which they 
know, (one of which is to deceive you,) 
are obliged to diſguiſe here in England, 
yet, walk with open face in the ftreets of 


Rome. 
| AND 


- KHz 

AND to prevent unneceſſary and un- 
profitable diſputes amongſt you, as well as 
to prevent any attempts to ſeduce you, 
let me add this word of advice more: 
When ever they pretend to make objec- 
tions to your preſent profeſſion, as mem- 
bers of the church of England : or to uſe 
arguments to perſuade you to turn to the 
church of Rome, inſiſt upon their writing 
down their objections to the firſt, and their 
arguments for the latter ; ſo will ye have 
time to conſider them, and to know what 
they mean, or to be informed properly 
concerning them: and as this will leave 
no room for their uſual pre varications, (and 
without this they are not to be truſted) 
they muſt be loſt to all ſenſe of ſhame, if 
they will venture to contradict & them- 
ſelves, ſo groſly as to deny their own 
hand writing. 
_ ExT me then exhort you my brethren, 
as you regard your remporal, as well as 
your eternal peace, be ye ſtedfaſt unto 
death, and immoveable in the profeſſion 
of true religion as it is taught and practi- 
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EE in our eſtabliſhed church. The holy 
ſcriptures contain all that is neceſſary to be 
known, believed, and performed, to obtain 


falvation : read them therefore diligently, 


and they will enable you aſter your Savi- 
our's example, to confute and reject every 
falſe inſinuation, by anſwering only with 
what is written in the word of God, which 


cannot deceive you, and which will not 
ſuffer you to be deceived. If they propoſe 


to you an infallible guide in the pope, in 
the church, or in general councils, or in 
any two of them, or in all together, ſay 


only, We have Moſes and the prophets, 


Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles, we will hear 


them, and we Know that we cannot then 
be impoſed upon. If they fay, come let 
us worſhip, and pray to the virgin Mary, 


to ſaints or to angels to intercede for us, 


at the throne of grace; tell them we have 
an advocate with the Father Jeſus Chriſt 
the righteous, and as he is the propitiation 
| for « our ſins, we want no "other, than his 

moſt powerful interceſſion, If they athrm 


the bread of the holy ſacrament to be ve- 


* Chriſt, as he lived upon earth, his real 
N 


Fe] 


body, blood and bones, and as ſuch, to be 


caten in that holy ſacrament; reply, your 
Saviour only bids you eat bread, and drink 


wine in remembrance of him; and St. Paul 


after the ſame manner, to ſhew forth his 
death till he come, nor will ye add any 
thing to his inſtitutions, If they aſſure 
you, that it is unneceſſary for you to par- 
take of the cup, in receiving that ſacra- 
ment, becauſe in eating his real body, ye 
do at the ſame time receive his blood ; 

rd Chriſt himſelf bids you, Drink 70 
call of this“; therefore ye will not refrain 
from it, and diſobey his commandment. 
If they talk to you of a purgatory, and 
imaginary temporal burnings only, to pu- 


rify you for entering into eternal glory, 


believe them not, for the ſeriptures pro- 
miſe only an heaven fo the righteous, and 


threaten only an hell to the wicked and 


impenitent, but make no mention of a mid- 


dle ſtate, and affirm, that as there is no re- 
pentance in the grave, therefore as the tree. 
 falleth ſo it muſt lie for ever. In ſhort; 
whatever new doctrines they impoſe upon 
you, if they cannot prove them by the 


pu re 
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pure word of God, in the holy ſcriptures, 
reject them. for they are falſe : and if they 
pretend that they are contained in, and a- 
grecable to the word of God, ye may 
ſafely anſwer, all that is written in the 
holy ſcriptures, we do and have firmly be- 
 Heyed and kept from our youth; there. 
fore we have no zeaſon to change our re- 
ligion, if we are to be taught, and are to 
believe, no more than what thoſe ſcrip- 
tures deliver to us. Such plain anſwers, 
will prevail againſt all their falſe preten- 
ces; and whilſt ye depend upon the word 
of God, ye cannot be confounded, by any 
cunning, or ſlight of their's to ſtagger your 
conſciences, and turn you from the faith 
which ye now profeſs. 

AN D to this exhortation, which 18 FIN 
ſi gned to prevent the effect of a practice 
too often made uſe of amongſt you, to 
draw: you into a communion, which I hope 
ye are convinced cannot be juſtified ; let 
me add another in regard to your duty, in 
the profeſſion of true religion, as it is eſta= 
bliſhed in our holy church, tee! 

ES I NEED 
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to you, that it muſt be your bounden duty 
to worſhip the Lord your God: for I am 
perſuaded that every one of you will ac- 


could with equal truth ſay, I need not en- 
force the performance of this duty, in the 
reſpective parts of it: for notwithſtand- 
ing this acknowledgment, we ſee a great 
difference between the acknowledgment, 
and your actual performance of the duty: 
the trifling excuſes which often prevent 
too many, from conſtantly attend ing at the 


Almighty God, plainly ſhew, that they 
conſider not that they do evil, when they 


their good things, from his bounty; and 
| gradge every hour ſpent in acknowledging 


unneceſſary to glorify him for them. This 
you to be more care fal, conſtantly to ap- 


proach him, in the publick duties of reli- 
1 gion 


I NEED not take much pains to prove 


knowledge it to be ſo + would to God, I 


c © I 


publick ſervices of the church; to worſhip 
ungratefully forget, that they receive all 


his mercies, as if they believed it to be 


reflection duly weighed, will prevail with 
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gion in his holy church, where he is more 


tural conſequence of the former: through 


table of their Redeemer, when he invites 


and his blood ſhed upon the croſs for the 


tion, a reſolution and purpoſe of living ſo- 


paſt, and a real charity, for all men; ſurely 


his mercy and goodneſs, to promiſe to ac- 
pg $ and to reward, ſo eaſy, ſo plea- 
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immediately preſent to hear your pray ers. 
Glvk me leave alſo, to put you in mind 
of another great neglect, which is the na- 


which, too many for years, if not for their 
whole lives, turn their backs upon the 


them to be partakers of the memorials of 
his death and paſſion, in the holy ſacra- 
ment of the Lord's-ſupper. If ye would 
think ſeriouſly within yourſelves, what it 
is, which he requircs of you; to cat and 
drink the ſymbols of his body broken, | 


remiſſion of your fins : and at the fame 
time to have a lively faith in his redemp- 


berly, juſtly, and religiouſly in this pre- 


ſent world : a fincere repentance for fins 


ye would acknowledge, that great muſt be 


unt, 
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ſant, ſo amiable a performance, with ever- 
laſting life in everlaſting happineſs. 

AND as this is a neceſſary and indiſpen- 
fable duty, if ye hope for, or deſire to ſee 
the ſal vat ion which your Redeemer hath 
purchaſed for you; I leave it, to your own 
conſciences to convince yourſelves, that ye 
muſt do wrong to your ſouls, by perſiſting 
in ſo dangerous a negle&: and J hope this 
remonſtrance, will have a proper effect, to 
bring it to your remembrance ſo, as that 
by God's grace ye will return to a better 
mind, a 
A NEGLECT of theſe neceſſary duties 
of religion, gives too great encouragement, 
for ſeducers to tempt and deceive you: 
and an indifference to the performance of 
them, will too probably betray you, into 
any other proleſſion of religion, which 
ſeems more calculated, to favour ſuch an 
indolence, and encourage corrupt inclina- 
tions to ſin and indulgence. | 

TaesE things my brethren, I recom» 
mend to your moſt ſerious conſideration, 


as ye value you own ſouls, and hope for 
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PI 
the ſalvation of God. And may his grace 
ſo lead you and direct you in the midſt of 
all temptations, that ye may eſchew the 
evil, and do the good, which he requires; 
and that at laſt ye may inherit his promiſes 

of eternal life in eternal glory, through 
the merits and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord and Saviour, our Redeemer and 
our God. Amen. 
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Ordered to be adminiſtred to a new convert 
to the church of Roms is as followeth. 


1 N. having found out the ſnare of diviſion 
* eothwhich I was held, after a Tong and 
diligent deliberation with myſelf, am, by the g 
grace of God, returned with a forward and 
ready will, to the unity of the apoſtolick ſee: 
and teft I ſbould be thought to have returned, 

not with a pure mind, but only in ſhew, I do 
hereby promiſe under the pain of falling from 
ny order, and under the obligation of an ana- 
thema to the Biſbop of---- and by thee bo Peter 
| prince of the apoſiles, and to the moſi boly 
father in Chriſt, our Lord N. the pope, and 
to his ſucceſſors, that Twill never through the 
perſuaſions of any perſons whatſoeaer, or by 
any other means, return to that ſchiſm, from 
which by the grace of our Redeemer freeing 
me, I am delivered: But that I will always 
remain in all things, in the unity of the ca- 
zbolick church, and in the communion of the 
biſhop of Rome; and therefore I do ſay upon 
5 8 my 


J 

my oath, by God Almighty, and theſe facred 
goſpets, that I will without waverimg, re— 
main in the unity and communion aforeſaid. 
and if (which Cod forbid) T ſhall by any ec- 
. caſion or argument. divide myſelf, from this 
unity, may ] mcurring the guilt of perjury, 
be found condemned to eternal puniſhment, 
and have my portion with, the author of 
| ſohiſm in the world to come. 
So help me God, Sc. 
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